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Board Member Departures

WILMIC CEO Tom Watson recently presented resolutions recognizing and honoring John
Danner, and Kevin Palmersheim for their years of service as members of WILMIC’s board of
directors. The two left the board last month upon the expiration of their terms. Mr. Danner
served on the board for 24 years and Mr. Palmersheim for 15 years. We thank you you both for

your decades of commitment to the development and improvement of WILMIC.

Four WILMIC Directors Elected to Three-Year Terms on WILMIC Board

2
.
¥
-
gy ]
gl

At its June 2022 meeting, three first-time WILMIC board members were elected to three-year
terms on the WILMIC Board of Directors, while another was re-elected to serve another
three-year term. Attorneys Alan Hougum, Andrew Maritnez and Brian Braziel were all
elected for their first three-year terms on WILMIC’s Board. Ariella Schreiber, who has served

on the WILMIC board since 2020, was elected to serve a second three-year term.

Attorney Hougum grew up in Edgar, Wisconsin. He attended undergraduate school at UW-
Madison, and worked as a forklift driver and a textbook salesman in Texas between
semesters to pay for school. After graduating cum laude from the University of Minnesota
Law School, Alan returned to central Wisconsin to practice in the areas of Estate Planning
and Elder Law. In 2013, Alan opened Hougum Law Firm, LLC in Wausau. A satellite office in
Rhinelander opened in 2021. Alan has been practicing law for more than twenty years, and

currently resides in Wausau with his wife and two children.

An Arizona native, Attorney Martinez graduated from Northern Arizona University in 2004
with a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy. After college, he attended law school at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, where he was a senior managing editor of the Wisconsin Law Review.
Mr. Martinez earned his Juris Doctor from the UW in 2007. He is a founding partner of
Martinez & Ruby, LLP. Martinez practices criminal defense exclusively. He is an
accomplished trial lawyer, having tried cases throughout Wisconsin on charges at all severity
levels. He is a two-time recipient of the Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers’
Hanson Award. Each of these awards were issued for winning a not-guilty verdict in a jury
trial involving a charge of first-degree intentional homicide, the most serious crime under
Wisconsin law. Attorney Martinez is a member of the Wisconsin Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers (WACDL) and has served as a speaker to educate the law community at
numerous WACDL seminars. He is a native Spanish speaker and has represented Spanish-

speaking clients throughout his career.

Attorney Braziel earned his Law degree in 2015 from the University of Wisconsin. Prior to law

school, he studied at the University of California, Santa Barbara. While in law school, he was
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Bar Association’s Moot Court Competition. Braziel interned at the Cook County Public

Defender’s Office during law school and also interned for the Honorable Justice David
Prosser at the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Prior to joining the Weld Riley law firm, Braziel
worked with the Wisconsin State Public Defender’s office, in the Eau Claire County Trial

Division. He now works in Weld Riley’s litigation section.
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For years, WILMIC has been telling its policyholders how vulnerable IT systems can be and all
the ways you need to protect yourself, including with cyber security insurance protection.
Unfortunately, obtaining cyber security insurance has become more difficult and more

expensive recently.

WILMIC CEO, Tom Watson says, “As cyber claims have risen, especially among large law
firms, cyber security insurance carriers have pulled back from the market to some degree,
and have instituted rate increases and tighter underwriting guidelines in an effort to recoup

some of the losses endured through rising and more expensive cyber claims.”

This is not to say it is completely unobtainable. But it is more difficult to find carriers willing

to stay in the cyber market. Those that are staying in are raising rates.

What Is Difficult About Insuring Against Cyber Risk?

The features of cyber events, including a limited loss history, the unreliability of past data
when predicting future events, and the possibility of a large-scale attack where losses are
highly correlated across companies and/or industries, make it difficult to write

comprehensive policies.

According to many reports in the industry, the challenges the cyber insurance market are

facing include:

+ Rapid growth in exposure without adequate underwriting controls;

+ The growing sophistication of cyber criminals that have exploited malware and cyber
vulnerabilities faster than companies and law firms that may have been late in protecting
themselves;

« The far-reaching implications of the cascading effects of cyber risks and the lack of

geographic or commercial
Solution

At least one carrier seems to have figured this out. On June 1, 2022, the State Bar of
Wisconsin announced a new member program to provide an excellent cyber liability
coverage option to Wisconsin lawyers. With the help of Bultman Financial, the SBW is
offering its cyber liability program with carrier HSB, part of the Munich Re family of global
companies. “The HSB comprehensive coverage offers cybersecurity insurance and response
solutions for members quickly and conveniently, via an online portal, taking the time out of

identifying coverage.” Inside Track, June 1, 2022.

WILMIC has reached out to collaborate with the SBW and Bultman to recommend this
valvable program to its policyholders. You can apply now through HSB’s online portal at HSB
Total Cyber, or contact Corrine Bultman of Bultman Financial Services, at (262) 782-9949,

with questions about the program.



https://www.hsbtotalcyber.com/sbw/en/homepage.html
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In a highly anticipated move, WILMIC’s Board nominated and unanimously elected Tom
Watson as WILMIC's President. Watson, in turn nominated Matt Beier to serve as Senior Vice
President and Secretary, and nominated Patty Lehner to serve as Treasurer. Both Beier and
Lehner received unanimous support from the Board. Rounding out new leadership positions,
Richard Orton was nominated by Watson and unanimously elected as Board Chair. Orton

nominated Marna Tess-Mattner as Vice Chair, and she was also unanimously elected to that

position.
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TOM WATSON PATTY LEHNER MATT BEIER RICHARD ORTON MARNA TESS-MATTNER
PRESIDENT TREASURER SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT GHAIR VIGE CHAIR

ADDITIONAL BENEFITS = CLAIM AVOIDANCE

WILMIC takes risk management seriously and understands that the best defense of a legal
malpractice claim is to help our policyholders avoid a claim or grievance in the first place.
One of the tools available to WILMIC policyholders to help avoid claims is the Additional
Benefits endorsement that is included in every professional liability policy that we issue. The
additional benefits coverage has recently been enhanced and now provides up to $10,000
in benefits per policy period to our policyholders, with no deductible or additional premium
charged for this benefit. This benefit was increased from $5,000 to $10,000 for all policies

issued on or after June 1st, 2021.

The additional benefits coverage is designed to help lawyers respond to and defend against
an OLR grievance and to provide subpoena support when an attorney is compelled to
produce documents or provide testimony regarding professional legal services previously
provided. When faced with an OLR grievance, or when served with a subpoena to provide
file information or deposition testimony, it can be unsettling for the lawyer. These events
often come out of the blue while the lawyer is in the middle of other work activity and
commitments. We have observed the benefits and overall peace of mind that lawyers
receive when using this coverage to consult with counsel when facing a grievance or
subpoena request. Most often the matter complained of will not develop into a legal
malpractice claim. Having an advocate help organize your response can take a load off of
your shoulders and may help you avoid inadvertently walking yourself into a conflict by

providing privileged attorney client information while trying to be helpful.

In addition to the above noted benefits, this coverage also provides reimbursement
coverage of up to $250 per day if you are required to attend a full day of trial, mediation or
an arbitration hearing. This benefit is designed to repay your necessary expenses and the
loss of time while helping WILMIC defend your interests regarding a professional liability

claim.

As with all of the coverages contained in your WILMIC professional liability policy, it is vital
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period that you first became aware of the claim matter. Whether you ultimately decide to

use the additional benefits coverage does not replace your reporting requirements under

your policy. Thus, report early and often anything that you would like to explore coverage

for. As this digest indicates, your additional benefits coverage applies to far more than just

the defense of a legal malpractice claim.
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We pride ourselves on our amazing customer service and great perks for policyholders, such
as access to Wl-Licensed Claims Attorneys, robust risk management programs and materials,
and free CLE credits for all policyholders. WILMIC is the only legal malpractice insurance
carrier endorsed by the State Bar of Wisconsin. Our mission, since 1986, is to support and

partner with Wisconsin law firms. It's all we do.

| would love to discuss your firm's needs and provide you with the reassurance you deserve.

Please feel free to call or email anytime - 608.821.6966, sarah.mcquinewilmic.com.

Sarah McQuin

Account Executive

WILMIC's insurance agency, Wisconsin Lawyers Insurance Agency LLC continues to offer
good, competitively-priced court bonds. The probate and court bonds are available from

The Bar Plan of Missouri.

During the past five years of operation, most of the bonds sold to Wisconsin lawyers were for

estate planning cases.

Any Wisconsin lawyer who needs a bond can turn to the agency for help. The Bar Plan offers
24-hour turnaround, very competitive rates, and easily accessible representatives to handle
the application and underwriting process.

Bonds available to Wisconsin lawyers include:

» Fiduciary Bonds (Administrator, Executor, Conservator, Estate)

Court Bonds (Appeal, Replevin, Injuction, etc)

Notary Bonds

« License and Permit Bonds
Lost Instrument Bonds
Public Official Bond

» ERISA Bonds

For access to the online application process, go to WILMIC’s website, www.wilmic.com and
click on “Court Bonds.” To apply by telephone, call 1-877-553-6376.
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WILMIC Portal Here

Wisconsin Lawyers Mutual Insurance
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