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A NEWSLETTER FROM WISCONSIN LAWYERS MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

WILMIC

We are thrilled to announce that WILMIC now has a Cyber Liability

Insurance Endorsement to offer to our policyholders. In today’s ever-

changing cyber and legal landscape, this additional coverage will
otter crucial protection and security for your law firm. Policyholders will

receive an "opt-in" quote for u::}f".:ner coverage 1U§r_—':i:f'ﬁ-r with their
|.::-.ru'5l,--r,-r5 _nrn::n?rcs.s':c:nd |i-3|ni|m,f _'::lr:uhny quote. If selected, this endorsement
will "bolt-on" to a pelicyholder's LPL policy. WILMIC has partnered with
H3B to brlng FID!i-:':.-'hDL:'EFE. the HSB C}ri:ler auite, a -:Dmpre|"-en5.|-.fe -:':.rbe.f
insurance program designed to provide protection from a wide range
of I::':,.'ber risks. HSB has extensive experience and expertise in cyber risk
and HSB Cg,.'ber suite coverages are ces:—gned to keep pace with the

evolving cyber risk landscape.
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HSB Cyber Suite includes the following coverages:

Data compromise response
Privacy incident liability
Identity recovery
Computer attack including business interruption
Misdirected payment fraud
Computer fraud
Telecommunications traud
Cyber extortion
Network security liability
Electronic media liability
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WILMIC Active in Wisconsin's

Legal Community

WILMIC continues its visibility in Wisconsin's legal community
and are a reliable resource to lawyers, providing valuable
guidance for practice management and difficult claims.
Since March, we have participated in the following

E'HE“'IS/PFDETEHTIE:

» JUNE 12 - Matt Beier and Brian Anderson present a virtual
Policyholder In-House CLE Program, “What Malpractice Claims Can
Teach You"

» JUNE 19-21 - State Bar Annual Meeting and Cenference Sponsorship:
Green Bay, WI WILMIC was a proud sponsor, exhibitor, and speaker

= JUNE 28 - Free CLE Frid::q.r with WILMIC: Matt
Beier and Brian W&stphﬂt of ADL Menitoring
present the virtual program “We Are Watching
You - Ethical and Other Concerns Related to
Electronic Monitoring Solutions”

» AUGUST 3 - Tom Watson presents at the State
Bar of W presentation, “Family Law Workshop -
Ethics Presentation,” in Sturgeon Bay

« AUGST 8-9 - Matt Beier and Sarah McQuin
attend the Wisconsin Defense Counsel Conference
Qs SPONsors and exhibitors
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« AUGUST 30 - WILMIC Summer
Seminar - Atty. Bill Williams,
Brian Anderson, and Matt Beier
present the virtual program,
"The Rising Tide of Estate
F||:1nr|ing Claims and Related

Ethical Concerns”, and Tem
Watson and Courtney Risk
Easterling, J.D., Owner, Dahlia
Training & Consulting, present "Deep Breaths Won't Get Me Out Of
This Mess: A Practical Discussion of Lawyer Well-Being'".

SEPTEMBER 13 - Matt Beier presented the virtual program “Managing
Client Expectations” for the State Bar of Wisconsin

OCTOBER 10 - State Bar Sponsorship: Sarah McQuin attended the
Advanced Skills and Techniques for Family Law Practice 2024 at the
State Bar Center

OCTOBER 18 - Collaborative Family Law Council of Wisconsin CLE
presentation, Matt Beier presented “Attorneys and Mediators:
Knowing Your Legu| and Ethical Risks in Your Ew:n|'.-'ing Practice”

OCTOBER 17-19 - State Bar of Wisconsin Solo, Small and Firm

Conference. WILMIC was proud to be the MARQUEE Sponsors for the
first time this year.

OCTOBER 21 - Half-Moon Education, Inc., Brian Anderson & Matt Beier
present the virtual program, “Personal Injury for Paralegals - Handle
with Care,”
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OCTOBER 25 - WILMIC Free CLE Friday, - Brian Anderson & Matt
Beier present the virtual program, "Leg-ﬂ| Practice in the Al Era:

Elu||:1ncing Efficiency and Ethics,”

NOVEMBER &-7 - State Bar of Wisconsin Spensorship — Sarah McQuin
attended the Annval Debtor-Creditor Bankruptcy Update 2024
EDEtEFHNESJ[EFH, Brooktield and Madison

NOVEMBER 8 - Fox "I."u”e':.-' Technical Cn”ege CLE presentation: Matt
Beier presented “Legal Practice in the Al Era: Balancing Efficiency
and Ethics” in Appleton, Wi

NOVEMBER 8 - State Bar of Wisconsin Sponsorship - 45th Annual
Estate F"|4:1r1ning Updﬂte 2024, Madison, WI

NOVEMBER 13 - State Bar CLE program, Matt Beier presented the
virtual program, ”CG”ec:ting from Clients and Third Parties”

NOVEMBER 14 - 15 - Wisconsin State Public Defender Conference
Sponsorship - Tom Watson and Sarah McQuin attend the WSPD
conference in Milwaukee as Sponsors B Exhibitors

NOVEMBER 17 - 19 -
Wisconsin Drunk Driving
Conference - Sarah
McQuin attended as a
Speonsor & Exhibitor

NOVEMBER 20 - The Zdth &

Annual Institute Trial
Practice (ABOTA) 2024 -
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Sarah McQuin attended as a Sponsor & Exhibitor at The Ingleside
Hotel, Pewaukes, WI

NOVEMBER 22 - WILMIC Free CLE Friday - Tom Watson and Matt
Beier presented the virtual program “Artificial Intelligence,
Cybersecurity and Ethical Obligations for Lawyers and Law Firms:
Mavigating Technology, Ethics and Risk Management”

DECEMBER 20 - WILMIC WINTER SEMINAR - Matt Beier and Brian
Anderson presented the virtual program “The Intersection of Ethics &
Legal Malpractice,” and Tom Watsen and Dr. Amber Ault presented
“Eliminating Lawyers' Exposure From the Unnecessary Liability of Toxic
Stress”

WILMIC also contributes articles to

Wisconsin Lawyer magazine and other
State Bar of Wisconsin publications.
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“THE Al REVOLUTION IN

LAW: THERE'S NO
TURNING BACK™

Whan | was a young associate ot a medivm-sized
firm in Madisan, the president axcitedly distributed
BlackBerry cell phones to all the lawyers, o move
that put us at the forefrant of legal technology at
the tima, Back then, there was debate over
whathar the BlackBerry was o helphl tool or
maraly a “short leash.”]

Today, there’s no debate - legal technology has
odvanced to the poaint where legal tech tools such
as generative arificial intalligence (A1), “smart
controcts,” data analytics, and cloud computing
are so powerful that they are revelutionizing the
practice of law. Thase tools and athers ware
highlighted at a recent Mational Assoeiation of
Bar Eelated Insurance Companies |NABRICO)
conlerence in Calgary that | and other Wisconsin
Lavyars Mutual Insurance Co. leaders attendad.

if your stance an Al iz "I retire befors | use I:l‘u:ll:,'
you might want te consider an sarly axit, bacause
Al is rapidly becoming integral to the legal field,
BF the MNABRICO confarance, over hall the
programming focused on how Al is being vsed by
lawyors and insurance companioes and how to
irn|:||um|:rn1 it snfuh,l. Cine |:|-r|:|5|5nl-:|!:i|:|l|1. tidled
*Generative Al - Mo Slowing Down and Mo Going
Back” amphasized that it's no longer o question of
wheather to use A but when and how to da o
raspandibly to aveid risks associated with its uee,

The legal industry creates massive amaunts of
infarmation. Lagal tech that is used ta wars,
manage, search, create, and communicate that
information is nothing new. New tech sohware and
products are transforming the efficient delivery of
logal services, and clients are demanding lawyers
use Al 05 a cost-saving measure. The main thrust of
Al is to avtomate some of the routine legal work so
that lawyers can focus on client contact and

strategy. 50, what are these tools and how da they
wark?

Mait exploring the 'bensfits' of &1
Gonerative Al

Generative Al has recantly been the wbject of much
of the legal tech revolution discussion. Chot GPT s
the |::|rg:r |-.‘,1.ngu-:lg:r model pr-:hl:i-n|:||"' miosk

racognized by the publie. When asked te deseribe
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itself in bwo sentences, ChatGPT said this: *ChatGPT is
an advanced Al language modsl designed te
generate human-like text, assist with tasks, answer
quastions, and engage in conversations across a wide
range of tapics. It laverages desp laarning
technigues to undarstand context and provide
maaningful, context-oware responses.” In other waords,
ChatGPT is a computer program that attempts to
simulate humarn intelligence whan interacting with
users. These large languoge models analyze large
amounts of data from the internet (open-ended) or
proprietary (cloted-ended) sources and “predist”
human responses to various prompts. The responses
are aften very imprassive. Equally imprassve i the
amaunt of human (and nanhuman) effart that goes
into improving these models, specitic to ditferent
industries, including the practice of law.

The story of the New York lawyer who used ChatGPT
to write a legal brief that included completely
fictioral casss and citations is row wall known. The
industry response was swift, with risk management
programs and articles aplenty exposing ChatGPTS
drawbacks and thortcomings, reminding lawyers of
their ethical obligations te clients and the profession,
and cautioning against relying an ChatGPT as an
autharitative source.

in addition, developers and programmers have raced
te produce better, safer praducts for lawyers -
products like Spellbook2 which “uses GPT-4 to review
and seggest language for your contracts and legal
documents, right in Microsaft Ward”; Lexis+Al [fram
Lexis-Mewis); and CoCounsel (from Thomson Reuters).
In addition to contract drafting and review, Losxds+A1%
and CoCounseld are designed to provide suecinct
answers to complex legal guastions complate with
citations to relevant statutes and cose |aw,

All thess programs eperate in what is known as a

closed-ond system or library, which reters to o
self-centained srviranmant whers the model
operates within a predafined set of constraints,
such as a specitic dataset, task, or application
domain_ In sweh a system, GPT is restricted to a
customized knowladge base, ensuring that avtputs
are more contrelled and focused. This is espocially
important for purposes like legal services for which
wscurity, aseuracy, and relevance are paramount.
This means that lawyers can control “where” GPT
looks for respanies to questions and prompts -
spacific jurisdictions, firm-uploaded briafs, spacific
legal resources, and so on. Using a closed-and
system pravents inadvertent disolosures of sensitive
firmn and clisnt informeation.

Smart Contracts

"Smart contracts are digital contracts stored on a
blockchain that are automatically executed when
pradatermined tarme and conditions ase met 5
Far many pecple, the term blockchain brings to
mind cryptocurrency. The main reasons to use
smart contracts are sfficiency, certainty, cost
reduction, and mitigation of risks. Smart contracts
are wad in the delivery of lite-saving medications
and far retailer-supplier relationships,
international trade, real estate, and cther areas.d

Data Analytics

Law firms use data analytics for the collection,
processing, and analysis of vast amounts of legal,
business, and client data to wncover patterns,
trends, and insights that can improve decision-
making and operational efficiency. By leveraging
advanced data toals; law firms can optimize case
strategies, prodict litigotion outcomes, streamline
billing practices, improve client senices, and
anwre compliance with legal ragulations,
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ultimataly driving maore informed, data-driven
legal practices.

Cloud Computing

One of the most significant catalysts for cloud
compufing was the COVID-19 pnnd:mi:c. Linca
the start of the pandemic in 2020, the bamafiits
and occesibility of remote collaboration have
grown immensely, According to the ABA's 2022
Tech Repart, “Cloud vsage increased significantly
from 40% to 70%."7 That same ABA report
commented that cloud computing and Al are
closaly intertwined into practice managemant
and logal ressarch.

The bensfits are many and sbvious. Lawyars can
store and access their data from anywhere with
an internet connection, -:l||l;|wing them fo mainkain
communications with cowerkars and cliants. Gone
are the days of having large, sxpensive on-site
servers to protect data, The southeast United
States is recovaring from two majer hurricanes,
Halena and Milton, There is no doubt that losses in
states including Florida, Georgia, Seuth Caroling,
Morth Caraling, and Tennsises will be huge, but
recovary of digital information will be much faster
and much more complete for many individuals
and antities because of clowvd computing.

Ethical Considerations

In response to lawyers using Al and ChatGPT
carelessly, commentators have pointed out the
several Rules of Professional Conduct that ars
implicated whan it i wsad. In a 2023 Wisconsin
Lowyer article, Aviva Kaiser explained, “Lawyors
wsing ChatGPT must carefully manage nanlawyer
asistance [SCR-20:5.3), probect conlidentiality
[SCR 20-1.8)], provide competent representation

|SCR 20:1], exercise independent professional
jul:'grn-unl: |$¢E .EU'E.'I], uqrrih' 1'|1q accuracy nrl.-:l
authenticity of text and citations genarated by the
saftware [E-EFI 20:4.0, 5CR 20:3.3, and 5CR
ED:E.I{E:I]. and P-urfn-rm ather duties owed to
clients and third parties. [SCR 20:8.4{i)]."8

In addition, the ABA Standing Committee on Ethics
and Prefessianal H:-u:.,p-ﬂ-mil:-ihl'y has issued its First
farmal opinion focusing on the use of generative Al
by lowyers® The opinion is very consistant with
Kaitar's u.n-:l"'l.i:. and Fﬂ:l.l'll:llﬂl the ‘ﬁn"mulng
guidance:

Model Buls 1.1 - Compatance: “To cnmpu-tunth,l
use o G4l [generative artificial intelligenca] tool in
a client represantation, lawyers nesd not bacome
Gl experts Father, ||:|1.|.r:,nn-r: must have a
reasonable understanding of the capabilities and
limitations... Because GAl tools are subject to
mi:t;;llul;, |n:|'.l.r|r:|r'.|:' un-l;ritit:-;ll‘ r-nliqm;g on confent
created by a Gal tool can result in inaccurate
legal advice to clients or misdeading
rupr-m.gntutinm fo courts 1;|.|1d ‘I:hin:l P-n.rtlus.
Therefore, a lawyer's reliance on, or submission of,
a 3Al tools output - without an appropriate
degree of independent verification or review of its
autput - could violate the duty ta provide
competent representation as required by Model
Rule 11,713

Model Rules 1.8, 1.%(c), and 1.18(k) -
Confidentiality: “Before lawyers input information
rnll:l.‘rlng to the rnp-lrn::lnlr:lhnn ol a eliant into o
Gl tool, they must evaluate the risks that the
information will be disclosed to or accessed |:r5l
others outside the firm. Lawyers must also evaluate
the risk that the information will be disclosed to ar
accessed by others inside the firm who

'qln'lll not -:dnq_uul:ul]r prn!.m:l the in{n:urm-n.ill;m |ne:-m
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impropar disclosurs or use... Bacause GAl teols
now available differ in theic ability to ensure that
information relating to the representation is
protected from imparmissible disclosure and
access, this risk analysis will be fact-driven and
depand on the client, the matter, the task, and the
346 tool used to p-:lr{-:hrrn it." 11

Model Rule 1.4 - Communication: *Of course,
lawyers must disclose their 3AI practices it asked
by a client how they conducted their work, or
whather GAl technologies were employed in
doing so, or if the client expressly requires
disclosure undar the terms of the angogement
agreament or the clients outside counsel
guidelines. There are also sitvations where Model
Rule 1.4 requires lavwyers to diseuss their vse of GAl
tools unprompted by the client. For example, as
discessed in the previous section, clients would
nead to be informad in advance, and to give
intormed consent, if the lowyer proposes te input
information relating to the representation into the
Gl tool, Lawyers must also consult clients when
the use of a GAl tood is relevant to the basis or
reasonableness of a lowyer's fee”12

Modal Rules 3.1, 3.5, and B.4(e) - Moritorious
Claims and Candor; “In judicial proceedings.
duting ta the tribunal likewise require lawyers,
bafore submitting materials to a court, to review
these gutputs, including analysis and citations to
autherity, and to correct errory, including
misstatements of low and tact, a Failure to include
centrolling legal authority, and migdeading
arguments,”

Meodel Rules 5.1 and 5.5 - Supervisory
Responsibilities: *Managerial lawyars must
astablish clear policies regarding the haw firm's
permissible vie of GAIL and supervisory lawyers

misst make reasenable efforts to ensure that the
Fim\’:. ||;|.w-,'ﬂﬂ. I;IHEE nnnll:w-,lqr:- :n;hmpl:,r I|I‘|Ii‘|:|'|. Eheir
Ftu!'ﬁmian::] ul:-l':g.n!-inn:. wihan using Gl taale
Suparvisory obligations also include ensuring that
subordinate ||:|1.'..r:|ru-r= qnl:' nnrl-‘ll:m.':,lurr. aras 1'r|:|i|1m:|..
including in the ethical and practical use of the
Gl tools relevant to thelr werk as well as on risks
u;:.ucm.‘tud wil:|1 ru-|:|'.|~|;|.11‘r Al us.u.'_ﬁ ﬂw -upininn
n1.-.-n considers |-:|.wg,r-ur:' n-‘:t.ignl:i-:!n} b wek l:|'||r1:|-
party providers, as discussad in prior ABA opinions.

Madel Rule 1.5 - Faes: 'iE]-El[Drn -:hun__:]ing tha
cliant for the use of the GAl tools or services, the
lowrper must explain the basts for the charge,
p-l'u'a-rl:lh-hr in wrll:ing..,. if a |n:|l.l.r5r-ur e a Gl ‘r|:|-:h|
te draft a pleading and expends 15 minutes to
input the relavant information into the GAl
pragram, the |-:|w'|r\:|r may i;11-:|r_-:_|u- far the 15 minules
as wall as tor the time the lawyer expands to
raview the resulting draft for ccceracy and
compleleness.”

The lawyer should alse considar whather a cost s
nwrhnnd or an ﬂLﬁ--ﬂLFD{.h-ﬂt B PN, *Far
example, when a lawyer uses a GAl tool
embedded in or added to the lawyer's word
processing software to check grammar in
documants the lawyer drafts, the cost of the tool
should be considered to be overhead. In contrast,
when a ||;Iwwr usEs a I|1'tr|;'- F-nrt:,r prl;wi-:lq-r": Al
sarvice to review thousands of veluminous
contracts for a particular client and the provider
charges the lawyer for using the tool on o par-me
|:|-c|.-.'I:. it w«uuH clrdin-u.ri|'|r be r-ul:u-unnl:ﬂn FI:I-II' the
lonwryer to bill the client as an expanse for the
actual out-of-pocket expanse incurred for wing
that tool "14

Legal Malpractice = Current and Future Claims
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There is limited farmal quidance for attarmeys to
avold the worst outcomes from use of Al Currently
that guidance comes frem professional
commentary, a few cases, a handful of ethics
opinions, and some local ecurt rules from
jurisdictions that have dealt with the ermors
:Iir-m:lhr. .ﬁ;idu {rvurn the |:|-|:wi-:.\1.|: mi:tl:ll:-n:. in which
a lawyer uses genarative Al to submit briets with
fake quotations and citations, there are very few
malpractice claims that invohe the use of AL
Whan a collection of claims attorneys from 19
MABRICO insurance companies were asked how
many and what types of claims have beaen
axparianced by those insurers, there was anly one
response, and the “fake citation” fact pattern was
wvery similar. Nonetheless, the speed at which
lagal tech is moving and its unaveidable affects
an the practice of law have many in the legal and
insurance industry nervous.

The logal elements of a legal malpractice claim
require a claimant to establish a duty owed by
tha lawyer to the client, a braach of that duty,
and that the breach cawsed or was the proximate
cause of damages to the client. Whils the
discvision thus far has cantarad an the risks,
pitfalls, and ill-advised we of generative Al, it is
worth noting that the title of the MABRICO
program, “Mo dowing down and no going baek”
is appropriate. Because of client demand,
officiency, and inevitability, the duty of care
awed by lawyers to clients is likely to require that
lawyers use genesative Al, rather than steering
clear of it or burying their heads in the sand and
aveiding it altegather.

Conelosion

The future of Al in the legal industry is not a
question of “il* but “*how” it will reshape the

profession. As legal tech tools ke generative Al,
data :lnu1:.'lil:$.. smart contracts, and cleud
computing contines ta avalve, I:h-u'r ars h-ucmning
indispensable for iImproving efficiency, client
jervice, I,'.Irl-d' duci:.inn.-rrhn.’l:ing. Luwyu-n. must u.:l.:p't
to this shift, respansibly integrating these
technclogies while maintaining ethical standards,
to remcain J:mnp-uti:tiw inan im;rue;l:inghr digltl;ﬂ
1:|.11-:l data-driven warld,

Endnotes
i Chrnl'ﬁln E|&{1:|.|'|!l. The Eln:u:l:l:l-urr:,r. A Shart Laash ar
Liberation?, My Shingle (Dec. 28, 2005), The lagal
elements of g le

lai L aitablisho.chd { b the | I
the client. a breach of that duty, and that the
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procesdings, duties .
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7 Michael D.], Eisenberg, ABA 2023 Clowd
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raviaw the "r'-ul:lr in |:|n:||mr.' to soe i any frands
stand out in terms of |lu-5-|:|.i FI'!IZIJPFIIEHIL‘E issuss
impacting cur policyholders. The good news to
report |3 that the tatal number of elaims baing
raported to WILMIC this past year decreased. In
order to get @ better ovendew of the types of
claims being reported and the areas of practice
mosk likaly to experience a legal malpractice
claim, we will dive inte the numbars,

The top areas of practice that reported new

claims in 2024 are as fallows

2024 CLAIMS
REVIEW

As ancther year comes to an end, it is important to

AREROF — coroUECY  SEVERITY

PRACTICE ) FEREAL
ESTATE PROBATE

Tt e i

REAL ESTATE 1T

FAMLY LAW 10¥a 4%

BUSINESS

: s o5 by ]
CRMMAL DEFENSE ™

BU/PIPLANTEF o

The rvmber of claim matters being raparted to
WILMIC remained steady in 2024 as compared to
2023, The ovarall frequency of claims being
raparted is wall balow our historic 20-year

average, The decrease in the trequency of claims
being reported to WILMIC started in 20019, with
thrae of the past four years since then representing
record lows, in terms of the number of claims baing
made and reported to the company. 2024 has been
a continuation of this decraased fraquancy trand,
and wa are on pace to open less than 1/2 of the
total numbar of claims that were cpened in 2014,

Motwithstanding the decreais in frequency, WILMIC
has noted an increase in both the coverage

Lo Edal TP 1T incurrad and the weverity costs in tanms of
both the cost to defend and to resalve claims in
2024, Claims arising out of Estate, Trust and
Prabate and Real Esfate accarnied far over 40% af
the tatal claims that we opened and aver 78% of
the severity reported, in terms of gross Incurred
tatals, Thic data is contifent with the fact that bath
the size of the estates baing handled by
policyholders and the market value of the real
estate invalved in the unduﬂflng transactions

appreciated significantly in 2024,

'Clppn-ﬂl.rm:.ﬁi: and nggrnn’nnn |:||1:||M:i“"= :n:a-un:.-u|
have halpad ignite [itigation in thews claim areas
wherein tirst notice lawsuits and pelicy limits
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demand: are often assarted at the sutsat of the
claim being reperted to WILMIC. The increase in
coverage costs has been tueled primarily by
litigating the issue of whethar an errar or serias of
arrors raprasents one claim arising out of the
same facts or circumstances, or multiple claims
I:r-igg:rinrg morg than cng pnii:'f IIrnH;. W {11.1'.'-:
rot chsarved an increats in the total aumber of
now open claims, the frequency of claims being
reparted to WILMIC, or the number of large loss
claims opered and reparted to reinsurance.

The cost to defend claims continues to rise as the
howrly rates of defanse counsal have increased.
Inflaticnary pressures have had an impact on the
soverity of claims and the demands that we are
facing to try and resalve lagal malpractice
claims. in terms of the types of errors reported
that have resulted in claims, the top thres are;
failure ta know or properly apply the law, Failure
to follow client instructions and calendaring
orrors. These three error types standing alone
constitited almost 40% of the total mistakes
reported to WILMIC resulting in a claim,

Another irend that has resulted in an increacs in
the overall claims cost is the fact that only 23% of
the claims that WILMIC closed in 2024, were
clawed with na cost incurred. The histarical
average over the past 20 years for claims closed
without costs has approached 40%, Although the
avarall fraquency of claims being reported
ramaing low, the claims that have been asserted
have tended to hove merit and have presented
both a defense and indemnity exposure to the
eompany and aur palicyholdars. In addition, the
numbar of claims in suit now reprosents 20% of the
total apen claims, which has saused an increats
in total defensa costs being incurred by WILMIC.
Wao expect that the lower frequency and higher

savarity trends that wa hove observed will
canbinye gping ':!rwn:lrcl nExt year,

Finally, WILMIC is again on pace to open over 300
claim matters in 2024, wihich is similar to 3023, A
“claim matter” includes claims, a potential claim,
or an OLR grievance issue that has coused the
lawyer encugh concern to report the issue to
WILMIC but does not nn-r.nn-n.rih' include an
expanse of iIndamnity resarve. WILMIC has
avaraged opening over 25 new claim matters per
manth in 2024, rﬂpmmn!ing an active level af
communtcation and reporting that is taking place
batween the claims department and cur

p-n|i-|:5ri1|:|-]|:|ur5,

Although trials remain rare, WILMIC has seen more
trial activity in recent years, WILMIC received a
defense verdict in a jury trial that took place in
August of 2024 in Milwarkes County, That claim
inmll,rm:l an inwm:' lu.w,lur wlm- mfn—rr:r-d the :Iiu—nt
to other counsal te handle a mediation involving a
real estate transaction. The jury guestion was
whﬁthur I'Im- -e:anrnqr th-l;rl: !1-\:|n|:||m:| I!|‘1:| m-udiul:iun
should bave warmed the claimant, at the time of
the underlying mediation, that the Quit Claim
Deed involving the exchange of the property was
waorthless based on liens and ownarship concens,
The plaintiff was unable to establish cavee and
d-:nm.gﬂ against our Fﬂ‘lil:'p'l'iﬂl'dﬁr thus the lugnﬂ
malpractics chaim failed, and ne damages were
awarded. The plaintiff scught damages of
S700,000 at the close of trial, We anticipate
trr]ng ak |¢|:|.il a c-nup-iu miore |¢g-|:|.’ |'r'r|;|:-1|:|r|:||:|:iin-|:|
claims In 2025,

Wi ﬁnp-:l that you ﬁgm a ::Eu.im-[m: hntidnr!,r
ssason and that 2025 brings you peace and

prosparity.


https://wilmic.com/

NEED A BOND? WILMIC CAN HELP

WILMIC's insurance agency, Wisconsin Lawyers Insurance
Agency LLC continues to r:nher good, competitively-priced
court bonds. The probate and court bonds are available from
The Bar Plan of Missouri.

During the past five years of operation, most of the bonds sold
to Wisconsin lawyers were for estate p[unning cases.

Any Wisconsin lawyer who needs a bond can turn to the
agency for help. The Bar Plan offers 24-hour turnaround, very
competitive rates, and easily accessible representatives to
handle the application and underwriting process.

Bonds available to Wisconsin lawyers include:

« Fiduciary Bonds (Administrator, Executor, Conservator,
Estate) ,_ _

« Court Bonds (Appeal, Replevin, Injunction, etc.)

» Notary Bonds

* License and Permit Bonds

e Lost Instrument Bonds

« Public Official Bonds

« ERISA Bonds

For access to the online application process, go to WILMIC's
website, www.wilmic.com, and click on “Court Bonds.” To

apply by telephone, call 1-877-553-6376.

|
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As we celebrate this joyous time of year, we extend
our heartfelt thanks to the legal community tor your
dedication and hard work. T?-:mk you forentrusting
us with your professional needs throughout 2024.
We look forward to serving you in 2025.

Happy Holidays From All of Us at WILMIC

_ W.I.'l_:h-*'l IC
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